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New First Voice Chair appointed 
 

 
First Voice is pleased to announce the appointment of Ms Therese Kelly as its 
new Board Chair. 
 
Ms Kelly takes over from Mr Jim Hungerford, who has held the position for the 
past 18 months. 
 
Ms Kelly is the Chief Executive Officer of Taralye, an early intervention centre 
based in Melbourne. She brings more than 30 years' experience in health 
sciences and senior management to the position of First Voice Board Chair. 
 
Mr Scott Johnston, the Chief Executive Officer of The Hearing House in New 
Zealand, was appointed Deputy Chair.  
 
First Voice member and affiliated organisations provide early intervention 
services to more than 1,000 hearing impaired children (about 720 in early 
intervention) in Australia and New Zealand, teaching deaf children to listen and 
speak. The First Voice network of centres provides services to one of the 
largest cohorts of deaf and hearing-impaired children in the world. 
 
Ms Kelly said First Voice had been a leader in early intervention services, 
initiating new national funding programs, establishing new national research 
programs, developing best practice therapies for early childhood deafness and 
implementing innovative new service models.  
 

“It is a great honour to take on the role of First Voice Chair, continuing First Voice’s important work in 
bringing listening and spoken language to hearing impaired children in Australia and New Zealand,” 
Ms Kelly said. 
 
“We have recently concluded our three-year Sound Connections research project, which has 
confirmed the evidence-base for early intervention and listening and spoken language therapies for 
children with hearing loss. This research proves that First Voice centres are leading the rest of the 
world in providing best practice treatment of childhood hearing loss. 
 
“The disability services sector is going through a period of intense change with the introduction of 
DisabilityCare now underway. By continuing to undertake and promote evidence-based research in 
the area of childhood hearing loss, we can ensure that First Voice, and the families we represent, are 
literally heard by government and the community,” she said. 
 
Ms Kelly said some of First Voice’s achievements over the past two years included: 
 

 concluding a three-year collaborative research project, known as Sound Connections, to 
determine evidence-based best practice therapies for children with hearing loss to best 
optimise their social inclusion. 
 

 commencing a new project, known as Sound Outcomes, that collects and consolidates 
outcome data across our six member and affiliated organisations. 
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 delivering remote hearing and vision services to children in rural and remote areas on behalf 
of the Australian Government with service partner Vision Australia. 
 

 presenting ongoing national research at national and international conferences. 
 

 overseeing a significant rebranding of First Voice’s national fundraising appeal, Loud Shirt 
Day, to continue to grow awareness of the incidence and treatment options available for 
hearing loss. 
 

Ms Kelly paid special tribute to outgoing Mr Jim Hungerford who had demonstrated great leadership 
and commitment to First Voice over the past 18 months. 
 
She said she planned to meet with families, staff and stakeholders associated with its member and 
affiliated organisations over coming months to further raise the profile of the work of First Voice 
centres and to increase community awareness of the outcomes for children who access listening and 
spoken language therapies.  
 
Ms Kelly also encouraged people to contact her directly with any opportunities or issues related to 
early childhood deafness. 
 
The First Voice Board comprises one representative from each of its five Australian-based 
organisations, plus an independent director from an affiliated organisation in New Zealand. The Board 
Chair rotates every 18 months among chief executive officers of its five member organisations. 
 
 
 
For more information or further contact: 
 
Therese Kelly, Chair, First Voice 
Email: therese@taralye.vic.edu.au, tel: +61 3 9877 1300 
 
Jenny Donnithorne, Executive Officer, First Voice 
Email: jennyd@firstvoice.org.au, mobile: 0412061909 
 
First Voice, www.firstvoice.org.au 
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