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QUINTEN BUWALDA, 7 AND CLAUDIA WORLAND, 11 

NAMED 2014 POWER OF SPEECH INSPIRATION AWARD WINNERS 
 

10-YEAR-OLD SOPHIE ARDAGH RECEIVES FIRST VOICE COURAGE AWARD,  
PRESENTED BY PRIME MINISTER TONY ABBOTT 

 

ALL THREE CHILDREN PROVE DEAFNESS IS NO BARRIER TO EDUCATION, SOCIAL 
INCLUSION – EVEN PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 
CANBERRA – TUESDAY 26TH AUGUST, 2014 – Three small but powerful voices stunned the more than 150-strong 
crowd gathered at Parliament House Theatre this morning at the 2014 Power of Speech Awards, a public speaking 
event aimed at challenging common perceptions surrounding what deaf children can achieve.  
 
New South Wales’ Quinten, 7, and Queensland’s Claudia Worland, 11, were named the 2014 Power of Speech 
Inspiration Award winners, presented by Governor-General, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter 
Cosgrove AK MC (Retd); while 10-year-old Sophie Ardagh was presented the First Voice Courage Award by Prime 
Minister, The Hon. Tony Abbott MP. 
 
In presenting the award, Mr Abbott said he was inspired by the courage of the 12 speakers, "to stand up, to have a 
go, to turn difficulty into opportunity." 
 
"I'm sure Professor Graeme Clark would be absolutely thrilled that the cochlear implant he first thought of back in 
1967 is now allowing young Australians, including many with us today, to have their voices heard in Australia's 
Parliament House," Mr Abbott said. 
 
"To make your voice heard is an achievement. To make your voice heard in the face of adversity is a triumph." 
 
Quinten, Claudia and Sophie were among 12 deaf children from Australia and New Zealand invited to take part in the 
Power of Speech event, aiming to prove that hearing loss is no barrier to education, social inclusion and community 
participation – not to mention public speaking! – while celebrating the remarkable outcomes possible thanks to the 
life-changing technology of the cochlear implant, and the world-renowned Early Intervention programs at First 
Voice, a national alliance of member organisations providing listening and spoken language for children who are deaf 
or hearing impaired. 
 
Therese Kelly, Chair of First Voice said each of the 12 participants are living proof of the bright future possible for 
children with hearing loss. 
 
“Every child deserves to have the same opportunity to achieve their dreams, regardless of disability. The 
achievements of these 12 remarkable children truly are testament to the value of early intervention when 
it comes to giving deaf children the very best chance at life,” said Kelly. 
 

ENDS 
 
For further information, or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
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Lia Shaw 
The Shepherd Centre (A First Voice Centre) 
0415 290 764 
lia.shaw@shepherdcentre.org.au  

Ishtar Schneider 
Palin Communications 
0422 944 023  
ishtar@palin.com.au   

 
 
About Cochlear Limited – www.cochlear.com 
Cochlear is the global leader in implantable hearing solutions. It has a dedicated global team of more than 2,700 people 
who deliver the gift of sound to the hearing impaired in over 100 countries. Its vision is to connect people, young and old, 
to a world of sound by offering life enhancing hearing solutions.  The Cochlear promise of “Hear now. And always” 
embodies the company’s commitment to providing its recipients with the best possible hearing performance today and for 
the rest of their lives. For over 30 years Cochlear has helped more than a quarter of a million people either hear for the first 
time or reconnect them to their families, friends, workplaces and communities. 
 
 
About First Voice – www.firstvoice.org.au 
Cora Barclay Centre is a proud member of First Voice, a national alliance of member organisations whose primary focus is 
the provision of listening and spoken language for children who are deaf or hearing impaired. Established in 2010, First 
Voice plays a leadership role in shaping public policy and funding decision-making relating to hearing impaired children.  
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