
Become a member 
of First Voice 
and help give children with 
hearing loss a ‘voice’

Become a member of 
First Voice

Visit www.firstvoice.org.au or email 
contactus@firstvoice.org.au to view 

member benefits in detail, fee structure 
and to apply for membership.
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Board Membership by 
Invitation

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Member Under the 
Constitution - Voting 
Rights

✓ ✓ ✗ ✗ ✗

Use of First Voice Logo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✗

Inclusion on the First 
Voice Website 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✗

Clinical Practice and Research

Access to Shared Member 
Database and Research

✓ ✓ ✓ ✗

Collaborate on Research 
Initiatives

✓ ✓ ✓ ✗

Representation on 
Research and Clinical 
Advisory Committees

✓ ✓ ✓ ✗

Participate in 
Benchmarking Activities

✓ ✓ ✓ ✗

Advocacy

Australian Advocacy and 
Campaign Involvement

✓ ✓ ✓ ✗ ✗

International Advocacy 
and Campaign 
Involvement

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✗

www.firstvoice.org.au

Member categories
There are five categories through which organisations and 
individuals can be part of First Voice:

Member benefits and fees differ depending on the category 
of membership with the fee structure based on each 
organisation’s annual revenue. 

1. Foundation Member  
(refer to the First Voice 
website for the list of 
Foundation Members)

2. Member

3. Organisational Affiliate

4. International Affiliate

5. Individual Affiliate



Introducing First Voice
First Voice is the ‘voice’ for member organisations that provide 
listening and spoken language early intervention services for 
children who are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH).

Our members include some of the largest, oldest and most 
respected centres providing programs for childhood hearing 
loss in Australia, New Zealand and across the globe. They lead 
the world in listening and spoken language (LSL) outcomes for 
children who are DHH.

First Voice advocates for world-class early intervention 
programs  that give children who are DHH the listening and 
spoken language skills necessary to achieve optimal outcomes; 
including participating in mainstream education, employment 
of choice, and social integration within the hearing world.

The organisation plays a leadership role within the early 
childhood hearing loss sector working with members of 
parliament, government departments and agencies, relevant 
health and related professions, and other organisations to 
influence public policy and clinical practice related to services 
for children who are DHH, and their families.

First Voice, its members and affiliated organisations maintain 
an active research agenda, and work with leading institutions 
to conduct evidence-based research. These findings are used 
to influence public policy in the health, disability and education 
sectors, and to provide informed choice for the parents and 
professionals supporting children who are DHH.

We believe there are three essential 
requirements for children who are DHH to 
learn to speak through audition:
• early identification through universal newborn 

hearing screening,

• universal and immediate access to appropriate 
hearing technology including hearing aids, cochlear 
implants and other hearing technologies, and

• universal and immediate access to publicly funded 
expert, evidence-based LSL early intervention 
programs.

Our mission and purpose
First Voice champions the right of all people who are DHH to 
listen and speak.

It is First Voice’s mission to:
• raise awareness of early childhood deafness and the 

urgency of early intervention,

• promote universal newborn hearing screening and 
the implementation of adequately funded and timely 
management pathways,

• pursue national fundraising opportunities for LSL programs 
and related research, and

• advocate for equitable and timely access to evidence-based 
early intervention programs and mainstream inclusion for 
children who are DHH.

Our purpose is to ensure that every child who is DHH has 
access to what they need to achieve the best spoken language 
outcome of which they are capable. We realise this by working 
with the parents, as the natural language teacher for their 
child, to identify the most appropriate LSL programs.

Over 90% of children who are DHH 
are born into families where speech is 
how they communicate, and typically 
these parents want their children to 
communicate in the same way.

Key principles that First Voice advocates for:
The following six principles are integral to children achieving 
the spoken language of which they are capable:

1. early identification,

2. access to assistive technologies,

3. family support and education,

4. transition to mainstream education,

5. evidence-based therapies, and

6. diagnosis, assessment and treatment, particularly in rural 
and multi-cultural communities.

First Voice has proven effective in advocating for, 
and securing the coordinated provision of publicly 
funded programs available to all children who 
are DHH regardless of their social and economic 
circumstances in Australia. 
Today our aim is to work with global advocates to 
spread these important messages globally.

The global challenge 
Globally there are 34 million children who live with disabling 
hearing loss (WHO, 2019), and many of the parents of these 
children are unaware of the options they have in terms of 
affordable access to early intervention for their child. 

First Voice understands there are many global challenges, 
including a lack of public funding for universal newborn 
hearing screening, early childhood intervention, and access 
to hearing technologies.

We believe that it is the 
right of every parent 
of a child who is 
DHH, no matter 
where they live 
globally, to be 
able to make an 
informed choice 
in regards to their 
child’s ‘whole of life’ 
outcomes.

34 million 
children 

worldwide 
live with 

hearing loss 
(WHO, 2019)


